OF   THE   EAST   INDIES

CHAPTER XXXVII

Gives an Account of the Pegu Clergy their Chanty, &c their Temples, and the Reason why they
ate so numewus, and their Tnals by Ordeal, the Fertility of the Country, and the Ceremony in
bwmng the Corps of an high Pnest.

HE Pegu Clergy are the best Observers of the Rules of Morality and

t Charity, that I have met with in my Travels, and the People are
pious and hospitable. There are vast Numbers of Temples built in
this Country, but most of Wood, because that Material is plentifullest and
cheapest, and takes Varnish and Gilding best, being gawdily painted both
within and without. Every one has free Liberty to build a Baw or Temple,
and when it is finished, purchases or bestows a few Acres of Ground to
maintain a certain Number of Priests and Novices, who manure and
cultivate the Ground for their own Sustenance, and in the Garden the
Priests and Novices have a Convent built for their Conveniency of
Lodgings and Study, and those are their settled Benefices, for they are
no Charge to the Laity, but by their industrious Labour in managing their
Garden, they have enough for themselves, and something to spare to the
poor Indigent of the Laity; but if their Garden is too small or steril for the
Subsistence of their Family, then they send some Novices abroad with a
large Orange-coloured Mantle about their Bodies, with a Basket hanging
on their left Arm, a little Drum in the left Hand, and a little Stick in the
right, and when they come to the People's Doors they beat three Strokes
with the Stick on the Drum, and if none come to answer, they beat again,
and so onto the third Time, and then if none answer, they proceed to the next
House without speaking a Word, but they are seldom sent away without
an Alms of Rice, Pulse, Fruits, or Roots, which is their only Food, and
what they receive more than they have present Occasion for, they
distribute to the Poor, for they never take Care for to Morrow, living all
their Days in Celcbacy, they have none of the Anxiety of thinking about
Provision for a Widow and Children. Their innocent exemplary Lives
procure them many Free-will-offerings from the well disposed Laity, and
what is saved after providing their Convents, of Eatables and Clothing,
returns to the Maintenance of the dislrest Laity, who, through Age,
Sickness, or other Accidents, cannot maintain themselves by Labour, but
none who are able to work, partake of their Charity.

They preach or lecture frequently, and have a numerous Auditory.
Their Religion is Paganism, and their System of Divinity Polytheism. They